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stance of a little discourse, which doeth concerne these matters
very directly.
In the yeere 1534. James Carthier, of S. Malo1 made his first
discoverie of those partes of America, which lie to the West-
wardes, and as it were on the backeside of Newfoundland. In
which voyage his principall intention was to seeke out the pas-
sage, which hee presumed might have beene found out into the
East Indian Sea, otherwise called the passage to Cathaya, but this
yere he went no higher then the Island of the Assumption in the
great bay of S. Laurence, and so returned backe into France.
The next yeere following hee went with greater provision into
the Grand bay againe, where he keping the Northerly shoare,
ran up the great River that comes downe from Canada and other
places, untill at last with his small pinnesses, (having left his
great shipping by the way) he arrived at Hochelaga towne, being
three hundreth leagues within the entrance of the Grand bay. In
which travaile he had spent so much of the yeere, that it was
nowe the moneth of October, and therefore thought it con-
venient, for the better enforming himselfe at large in this dis-
coverie, to winter it out in those partes. which he did at a place
called by himselfe Holy Crosse. This winter fell out to bee a
very long and hard winter, as many times the like happeneth
with us in these partes, and the savage people, who for the most
part make but a slender kinde of provision, even as it were from
hande to mouth, fell into some scarcitie of victuals; yet did they
not refuse to serve the Frenchmen, with any thing they had all
the winter long, albeit at somewhat higher prices towards the
ende when the neede was most, as with our selves the like hap-
peneth at such times.
But when the French had their wants served all the yeere, and
that as yet they sawe not any appearance of their intended
matter, which was the discoverie of the passage, and yet ima-
gining by the signes wherewith the willing people endevoured
to declare their knowledge in that poynt, that some good matter
might bee had from them, if they might have beene well under-
stoode, they resoulved with themselves to take some of the suffi-
qientest men of that countrey home into France, and there to
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